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Cats and Quilts

What is it about cats and quilts? The two seem to go hand in hand. Not to disparage 
all you dog-loving quilters, I know you are out there, but I am a confirmed, card-
carrying cat lover.

My cat is my furry child, friend, and quilt tester. It's astounding how he can zero in on 
the most recent quilt that he has not yet slept on – or anointed with his hair. He is 
also my self-appointed quilting assistant, though I often wish he wasn't. I really don't 
need a paperweight while I'm trying to maneuver a large quilt under the sewing 
machine, and I like my thread wrapped snugly on the spool; adding another thread 
guide by claw does not improve the stitch.

I also would 
prefer that he leave my batting alone; he has 
shredded three quilt batts to make himself 
comfy nests hidden in secluded areas. A cat 
bed is somewhat cheaper than a queen-sized 
quilt batt, but he seems to prefer the DIY 
approach with my batting.

As a quilt pattern designer, I learned one 
crucial difference between cat-loving and dog-
loving quilters. Dog lovers tend to be very 
breed-specific. If your little angel happens to 
be a Papillon, you are probably not interested 
in a pattern featuring Great Danes, but a cat 
lover will enthusiastically embrace anything 
that has a cat on it. Perhaps it's because cats 

are a little more consistent in form. I once had a dog-lover scrutinize a Dachshund I had designed and told me the 
nose was just not quite triangular enough. I don't get that from the cat lovers who love my cat designs regardless 
of what breed of cat they have.

Cat or dog, it's a bonus to have a furry quilting companion; I just happen to prefer cats.
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Projects

20 In the Barnyard
by Connie Kauffman
This is a fun rendition of 
life in the country that 
utilizes small pieces of 
fabric you might find in 
your scrap stash.

12 Baby Butter Cup
by Donna Westerkamp
This throw-sized quilt is a 
fast and simple project.

8 Floral Surprise
by Bonny Peters
This month we make 
our rail units.

10 The Dollhouse
by Renette Opperman
This month we make the dining room.

Our Commitment to Our Readers and to Quality
 

Here, at The Quilt Pattern Magazine, we are committed to bringing you top-quality patterns that you can 
depend upon. Our designers are required to have completed their original quilts and to have their patterns 
tested before submitting them to us. Our team of editors (who are all quilters, too!) then format the patterns 
(retaining national spellings) and send them out for testing again. Our testers follow the directions from 
beginning to end, making the entire top (not just a few blocks), including multiple sizes when necessary, to 
ensure that the materials list, directions, illustrations, and templates are all accurate.

6 Bloomin' Barnyard
by Jaci Lawson
It is time to make our
9-patch blocks.

22 Flying in Circles
by Cinzia White
This project will have you 
flying in circles as you 
begin or continue your 
foundation paper-piecing 
journey.
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Common Abbreviations:

BA: Baltimore Album
BOM: Block Of The Month
COC: Cream On Cream
EPP: English Paper Piecing
FPA: Freezer Paper Appliqué
FQ: Fat Quarter
HST: Half Square Triangle
LOF: Length Of Fabric
NS: No Steam
OG: On Grain
OTB: On The Bias
PWF: PreWashed Fabric
QST: Quarter Square Triangle
RST: Right Sides Together
SST: Side Setting Triangle
UFO: UnFinished Object
WIP: Works In Progress
WOF: Width Of Fabric
         (from selvage to selvage)
WOW: White On White

Definitions of skill levels:

A beginner must have basic sewing knowledge 
(including how to use a rotary cutter and the ability 
to sew a proper seam allowance) and have made 
at least one quilt.

A beginner/intermediate quilter has more than basic quilting skills 
and the beginning of intermediate skills.

An intermediate quilter must have made several quilts in either 
pieced or appliqué styles.

An intermediate/advanced quilter has more than intermediate 
quilting skills and the beginning of advanced skills.

An advanced quilter will have made many complex quilts. 

Skill Level
Intermediate

Patterns with this symbol have printable 
templates in this month's PDF Templates file.

PDF
Templates
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Check Your Zipper
by Cynthia Passaretti

Modern Memory Quilts
By Suzanne Paquette
Reviewed by Cynthia Passaretti

Gallery
View completed TQPM projects made by our readers.
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31 

The Barefoot Quilter by Anna Branch
Stitched Together - Too Much of a Good Thing
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Meet our staff.
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PURRFECT SPOTS
  

Unique Quilts
and

Needlework

www.purrfectspots.com

Helene  Knott

PO Box 261 • Oregon City • OR 97045

helene.m.knott@gmail.com

503 631-8806 www.heleneknott.com

Artist

Quilter

Teacher

Offering virtual guild programs and 
workshops as well as private 

lessons, commissions and sales

www.needlespot.com
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www.CatDenMountainQuilts.com
Offering quilt patterns using innovative

 piecing techniques for efficiency and accuracy.

www.CatDenMountainQuilts.com/project-journal
www.Facebook.com/CatDenMountainQuilts/
Bonny.Peters@CatDenMountainQuilts.com
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